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Capitalizing on SMEs' strengths requires policy action that can reach large popu-
lations of SMEs but also address their particular needs at the same time.
RAPPORT aspires to contribute to the understanding and further
development of policies and practices supporting business innovation in SMEs.
More particularly the project has three objectives:

About RAFPFORT

® Developing a reference guide of good practices, including
benchmarks for strengthening knowledge exchange and
technology transfer between public-sector research organizations
and SMEs.

® Developing a blueprint paper on new emerging forms of SME
support for research backed by large corporations in a context
where open innovation and public-private innovation partner-
ships (PPIP) have increasingly gained importance.

@ Initiating the engagement of policy-makers, programme

managers and other relevant stakeholders into a dialogue to
ensure the 'translation’ of the project findings into a roadmap for
embedding the most appropriate practices and policies into the
European Research Area, both at regional and national levels.

How will _RAEEORT deliver?

The project pays special attention to the interaction between SMEs and the research base,
exploring the various ways this interaction can be encouraged and enhanced. It considers
not only the engagement of SMEs into the process of knowledge and technology transfer,
but also accessing already developed knowledge. The project also looks at the crucial
challenge of preparing the SME for the knowledge and technology transfer process in terms
of equipping its organisation with the appropriate business innovation approaches and
practices. The project adopts a comprehensive approach looking into SMEs of different
levels of absorptive capacity, which refers to their ability to identify, access, integrate, and
exploit external knowledge. This includes SMEs of lower absorptive capacity, which are not
usually addressed by support measures.

The work in RAPPORT is deployed through a "funnel” strategy:

Qﬂrentldentify the requirements of different types of SMD
~Conduct an expert judgement survey to map
( the full range of existent initiatives )
Create key performance indicators
g (KPI) to measure their impact )
(' Investigate in depth the top
performing initiatives
Develop a benchmark
for public sector research
@emes or public-private innovat@
Partnership (PPIP) schemes
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